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Last Friday evening Mr. Flannigan arrived from Childress, Texas, with a train load of young cattle.  The train consisted of 22 cars and contained in all, eleven hundred and seven head of young steers.  They were unloaded that evening and were taken in charge by a number of men who were here to receive them.  The cattle were well bred and the Flannigans disposed of them all in less than twenty-four hours and could have sold another thousand head.  It requires considerable experience and judgment to handle stock in such bunches and also requires lots of hard cash.  Mr. Flannigan talks entertainingly of the customs and conditions in Texas where he bought these cattle.  Mr. Richards, who bred them, went to Texas 28 years ago, without any money, but now has seventy-four thousand acres of land, over six thousand cows, hundreds of horses, and all the necessary adjuncts for carrying on business on a large scale.  Mr. Flannigan explains why every man who goes to Texas for a small bunch of steers always gets the worst of it.  The buyer must always take the whole calf crop, with the privilege of “cutting back” a certain per cent of “shorts,” (less than year or two-year-olds as the case may be.)  When a man buys a small bunch he always gets these “shorts” or culls out of a big bunch.  The advantages of buying a “crop” is obvious.  When near Superior, Mr. Flannigan was so unfortunate as to injure one of his ankles when alighting from the car.  The appearance of the ground was deceptive, causing him to fall.

