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In Memoriam

Michael W. Flannigan

A kindly and loving character of this country was gathered to his fathers last Thursday, at Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Michael W. Flannigan died just as he had lived.  He was a great, good man and we have never, in all our years of residence, heard an unkindly word about him.  He was clean, he was square and he was honest.

In the parish of Inish, in the county of Clare, in old Ireland, was born Michael Flannigan, some seventy-four years ago, and a few years later, his parents located at Hallowell, Maine, and along about 1848, moved to Minneapolis, Minn., which was then a village.

As a boy, Mr. Flannigan worked on the Mississippi river as a cabin boy; later, as he grew older, he went into the great pineries along that water course.  In the summer he was a raftsman and general man on lumber crews and about the time he quit this business, he was second man to the pilot, which was considered a great thing in those days.

In 1866, along with other Minneapolis people, he joined what was known as the Fisk Expedition to cross the Great Plains to California, but after severe Indian fighting in Montana, this organization was forced to retire to the Missouri river country.

At this time, Mr. Flannigan with some companions, boated down the Misiouri River to Yankton, and later, to Florence and Omaha, this trip resulting in his locating in Holt county.

About forty years ago, he returned and located a ranch north of O’Neill, Neb., and has been an important factor in the development of this country, as a cattle man and banker.

The stories and anecdotes told of Mr. Flannigan would fill volumes.  He was a very easy man to approach, and generous and considerate to those in humble circumstances.

About twenty-five years ago, he located his sons at Stuart, and has generally made this his headquarters, and from this place they conduct a general banking business.  Mr. Flannigan, at his death, was President of the First National Bank, of Naper, Neb.; President of the Citizens Bank, of Stuart, Neb.; and a Director of The First National Bank, of Atkinson, Neb., and, with his oldest son, conducted a number of offices in Keya Paha county, which do a big loaning and cattle business.

He was a man of large interests but very reticent and quiet in money matters—he avoided all display of any kind.  He liked his friends and customers, he never cared for political honors and was no lodge man but a member of the organization known as the Clan-Na Gael.

About fifteen years ago Mr. Flannigan was taken with a fatal kidney disease and it became apparent on his last visit here last June that the end was not far away.

He called his older sons together and told them this was his last trip and told them not to forget what he had preached to them since they were born—to be honest and on the dead square; to keep their business within themselves and to stick together; to loan their money at a reasonable rate and save the interest.  To always have some money held out for old customers and to keep Stuart Bank for their head quarters.  Mr. Flannigan leaves a large and valuable estate, and was the wealthiest man in this part of Nebraska.

And last Thursday night about midnight, the old pioneer banker, in his luxurious home in Minneapolis, with his family and relatives around him, and with a gentle nod to one of his sons, and a weary, wan smile, very quietly turned on his pillow and serenely and peacefully went to his long, long sleep.
